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July 16, 2026 9:04 am
Cornwall Conservation Commission Minutes 
This was a zoom meeting:

Link to Recording
	Shareable link:Shareable link: https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/4EdEXI9nsVq1Ab4-lN33EL8otIuCohpP2CORqi7ZqvPCUPY89BsqF0LbLgpYutp3.nTX85Bg25ZzxTxFA
Passcode: A#pwf&5^




ATTENDING:

Ellie Appleseed, Deb Bennett, Heidi Cunnick, Katie Freygang, Robin Gray, Brad Harding, Lisa Keskinen


Meeting and Commission Business
· Call to Order - Meeting commenced at 9:04 AM
· June Meeting Minutes
Katie moved, Heidi seconded and unanimously approved.
· Meeting Agenda - Brad moved, Robin seconded and unanimously approved
· Finance - Tony was not present so Heidi gave a quick summary.
· Invasives Update: 
Lisa noted that the Garlic Mustard insert came out in the July Chronicle.  Multiflora Rose is coming out in August.  The Multiflora Rose insert was difficult to prepare because of the issues related to  disposal of culled Multiflora Rose.  People should not take the waste to the transfer station.  Brad mentioned that there is a black plastic, compostable material that can be applied to the ground after removal of the Multiflora Rose.  It often needs to be done for two seasons.

Lisa noted that there are 50 extra copies of each insert which can be handed out at the Ag Fair. She also had $100 remaining from the grant which she will return per the requirements of the grant.  

Heidi noted that Will Russ is continuing to work on the phragmites. He has been paid the $600 fee. She noted Ellie’s tip has helped and that she’s observed other plants coming in like cat tails.  Ellie noted that Irises are coming up. 

Lisa observed that Norfolk’s Conservation Commission has posters on native species and that we could join forces with other CC’s to share work products. Katie highlighted the work done by the Salisbury CC’s work and that it is available to anybody. Heidi has already been working with Salisbury on several lectures. Heidi will discuss possible collaboration on invasives products (fliers, posters, etc) with the Salisbury and Norfolk CC representatives. Katie said that Kent’s CC is in a different phase and may not be in the right place to work with us.  Ellie had previously observed signs on the Kent land trust’s site that had been an old Girl Scout camp. Katie suggested that someone should regularly check the other conservation commission’s minutes/notes. Brad raised the NW Conservation District but Katie noted that their work was initiated on soils and probably won’t have materials that would be useful for this purpose.

Heidi highlighted past successes in cooperation and communication among several conservation commissions. Heidi asked what other efforts could be done. Robin noted Lisa’s suggestion of sharing invasive information products. Brad noted applications for grants. Heidi asked what would be the best mechanism to initiate this communication. Brad noted that the owners of the castle are taking a six-week course from the State Forests.
 
· Mowing and Lake Testing Update - For lake testing, Heidi ordered sampling bottles. Heidi and Ellie are setting a date to go out. 

Heidi sent out the link to the file of nature notes. She tried to get a nature note  in the August Chronicle but they already have something on bluebirds. Heidi requested that everyone add nature notes as possible. 

A nature note is needed on mowing however there is not a clear understanding of the position to be taken on the nature notes.  There are two issues here - town mowing and personal property.  Deb and Brad are going to coordinate discussions with the town.  For personal property Ellie has submitted language on meadows and mowing to the nature notes file for consideration.

· Sustainable CT Update - Katie noted that sustainability is still an issue but that the CCC needs to consider how to address the town’s approach to sustainability.

· Agriculture Update - Katie reported on the Ag Fair which will be on September 12th. She is working on the logistics for the tent.  She will invite other organizations to participate. There was a discussion of the focus of the CCC exhibits at the Ag Fair - specifically invasives or composting…. Discussed the possibility of raffling off assistance with managing invasives - a volunteer team from CCC members to go to the winner’s home to work on their invasive concerns. Heidi will work on getting volunteers for this project - including possibly Dee Soloman.  In addition, we voted last month for two gift cards each in the amount of $50 for The Local to be raffled. Heidi moved and Deb seconded and all approved that the CCC have flexibility in using the money allocated for the gift cards for some other possible raffle prize. 

Robin noted that an article on composting will be in the August Chronicle and an article on Agricultural Education will be in the September Chronicle.

· Mowing Conversation - how to move forward - Where and how to publicize (see below):
· https://wildseedproject.net/blog/managing-meadows-and-lawns-for-beauty-and-biodiversity
· https://www.audubon.org/vermont/news/grassland-bird-friendly-hay-and-pasture-management

· Review Calendar
The calendar updates were discussed and noted in the calendar below.
Confirm date for a Town Invasives plant work day in August (in calendar below) at Rattlesnake. Ellie is preparing the program and designing it for children. She encouraged other members of the CC to attend.

Additionally, Ellie would like to schedule an invasive workday on October 24th at 10:00 am with a rain date October 25th at 11:00. The rest of the CCC agreed with the date. Ellie noted that it would be preferable to hold the work day on one of the Conservation Trust locations.  Deb suggested the possibility of also holding it at Rattlesnake.

We discussed the possibility of submitting these items, as well as the links (above) on mowing to the Town Hall newsletter.

New Business:  
· Ellie agreed to take over the secretary/minutes responsibilities starting in 2027.  She and Robin will work together on the transition and training.


Business on hold or recently completed
Public Comment: No public comment
Adjourn:  Meeting was adjourned at 10:19 am





	CCC CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2026 (REVISED)

	August
	Chronicle Article on Composting

	August
	Multiflora Rose Chronicle Insert

	August
	CCC & CCT Sponsored Invasives Educational Event at Rattlesnake
August 29, 2026 10:00 am
(Rain Date: August 30, 2026 11:00 am)

	
	

	September
	Chronicle Article on HVHS Agricultural 
Education

	September 12th
	Agriculture Fair

	October
	CCC sponsored Invasives Work Day
October 24th at 10:00 am (rain date October 25th at 11:00)

	October
	Japanese Knotweed Chronicle Insert

	October
	Community Work Day for Invasive Species - October 24, 2026 at 10:00 am
(Rain Date October 25, 2026 11:00 am)

	November
	Native Plants Chronicle Insert

	November
	Chronicle Article on government support of agriculture




Upcoming 2026 Meeting Dates:
All meetings take place on the third Thursday of the month at 9:00 am on zoom unless otherwise indicated.  When meeting in person, the meetings will take place at the Cornwall Free Library. There are no meetings in December or February.
	August 20, 2026
	September 17, 2026
	October 15, 2026
	November 19, 2026 - in person Annual Planning Meeting

Possible 2027 Events/Work:

Spring Earth Day Clean Up & Garlic Mustard removal work session, Mowing protocols and Phragmites Protocols. 
Chronicle Article on seed banking 
Possible Chronicle insert on Mowing 
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