CORNWALL INLAND WETLANDS & WATERCOURSES AGENCY
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, November 13, 2025, 7:00 p.m.
Town Hall Meeting Room, 26 Pine Street – Cornwall, CT


1. Call to Order – Appointment of Alternates 

Chairman W. Hurlburt called the meeting to order at 6:58 p.m. and took attendance.

Members Present: W. Hurlburt, P. Demy, D. Bennett, J. Morgan, I. Tyson, G. Rubio (A), LUA S. Musselman. 
Members Absent: A. Bahn (A).
Appointment of Alternates: None.

2. Approval of Minutes 

a. Special Meeting – October 21, 2025.

P. Demy moved to approve the 10/21/25 special meeting minutes. I. Tyson seconded and the motion to approve carried unanimously. 

3. Application Considerations

a. William Berry – App #694 – Town Street & Yelping Hill Road – Construction of a new dwelling and well within regulated area. Activities to include associated clearing and grading. MBL# F11-01-10. Received 10/21/25.

No one was present for the application. Commissioners independently walked the property since the application was accepted at the 10/21 and discussed the proximity of the construction area to the wetlands which are approximately 80’ away. W. Hurlburt asked that a condition of approval be that the applicant provide a 24/7 contractor contact for S. Musselman to reach out to for any site condition or enforcement concerns. S. Musselman then requested that a pre-construction meeting with town staff be added as a condition as well. 

With no further discussion or questions J. Morgan moved to approve the application as conditioned. I. Tyson seconded and the motion to approve Application #694 carried unanimously. 

4. Application Receptions

a. Lee Morsey (Hidden Valley Forestry) on behalf of Cream Hollow, LLC – PDR #13-2025 – Town Street – Petition for a declaratory ruling for a planned timber harvest to salvage dead ash, oak, and shelterwood using an existing woods road to cross wetlands. MBL# E11-04-12.
W. Evans was present for the application and discussed the declaratory ruling application for a proposed timber harvest on Town Street. A soils report was submitted from Stansfield Environmental Services along with a soils map and diagram of the logging activities. The area closest to Town Street is an existing meadow and the forest will be cleared of standing dead ash and invasive undergrowth in line with the adjacent property to the north. An existing woods road will be used to transport equipment and logs. 

S. Musselman walked the property with W. Evans and forester Lee Morsey and shared with the Commission that there is an existing culvert approximately 2/3 of the way down the woods road that is in disrepair. W. Hurlburt asked if there was a plan to repair the culvert before or after the forestry work. W. Evans responded that he was deciding between using timber mats over the existing culvert crossing during the forestry work and replacing after completion or replacing the culvert before forestry work commenced. Commissioners suggested replacing the culvert after the work finished if it was in good enough condition to last throughout the harvesting and for W. Evans to let S. Musselman know which option he decides to go with. 

D. Bennett asked when the work would be done to mitigate erosion. W. Evans replied that they will conduct the work during drier periods throughout the winter to reduce erosion concerns. With no further discussion J. Morgan moved to grant the petition for a declaratory ruling for the timber harvest as presented. P. Demy seconded and the motion to grant carried unanimously. 

b. Tim Sneller (T&S Builders) on behalf of Yoku Shinrin – App # 696 –            60 Town Street – Construction of a new driveway with direct disturbance to wetlands. Activities to include associated clearing and grading. MBL# E08-03-05.

S. Musselman explained that this application was submitted in error as he and 
Tim Sneller couldn’t find record of the 2023 approval granted for the same application. S. Musselman has since found the minutes of the meeting where the application was approved in 2023 and has gone over the plans with the site engineer as the work is proposed to begin soon. 

c. Josh Tyson on behalf of Kate Schaper – App #697 – 195 Great Hill Road – Maintenance of an existing retention pond. MBL# E03-02-01.

Josh Tyson was present for the application on behalf of the applicant and gave an overview of the application to clean out a sediment pond. There are 3 ponds between the road and the house and only the primary sediment pond on the south side of the driveway will be cleaned out. J. Tyson stated that approximately 15 yards of material is expected to be excavated and will be brought off site after dewatering. D. Bennett asked J. Tyson to clarify the location of the property along Great Hill Road. 

P. Demy moved to accept and approve the application as a petition for a declaratory ruling as it is for maintenance of an existing sediment pond. J. Morgan seconded and the motion to approve carried unanimously. 



5. Agent Determination(s)

a. Megan Pallone (PK Contracting) on behalf of Andrew Hofer – App #695 – 170 Lake Road – Construction of a 10’x10’ concrete pad for hot tub within regulated area. MBL# F11-03-04.

S. Musselman informed the Commission that he issued an agent determination for the construction of a 10’ x 10’ concrete pad at 170 Lake Road as it was over 75’ from the wetlands and will be constructed directly abutting the foundation of the existing dwelling. 

6. Inland Wetlands Agent Report

S. Musselman gave an overview of his agent report dated 11/13/25 and discussed a conversation he had with Chairman W. Hurlburt regarding moving the winter meetings earlier to 5:30 p.m. and to hold the meetings at the library. The Commission agreed and S. Musselman will schedule a special meeting for the December meeting. 

7. Correspondence: None.

8. Adjournment

I. Tyson moved to adjourn at 7:39 p.m. D. Bennett seconded and the motion to adjourn carried unanimously. 


Respectfully submitted,


Spencer Musselman
Land Use Administrator
Town of Cornwall, CT
