CORNWALL INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday October 21st, 2025
Town Hall Meeting Room – 26 Pine Street, Cornwall

1. Call to Order -Appointment of Alternates 

Chairman W. Hurlburt called the meeting to order at 6:58 p.m. and took attendance. 

Members Present: W. Hurlburt, P. Demy, J. Morgan, D. Bennett, I. Tyson, G. Rubio (A), LUA S. Musselman
Members Absent: A. Bahn (A)
Appointment of Alternates: None. 

2. Approval of Minutes 

a) August 1st, 2025 – Site Walk

P. Demy moved to approve the 8/1/25 site walk minutes. D. Bennett seconded and the motion to approve carried unanimously.

b) August 1st, 2025 – Special Meeting

P. Demy moved to approve the 8/1/25 special meeting minutes. D. Bennett seconded and the motion to approve carried unanimously. 


3. Application Considerations: None.

4. Application Receptions

a. Macchiaroli – 85 Cook Road – Clear fallen trees and fence along access way within regulated area.

Tony Macchiaroli was present for the application. T. Macchiaroli gave an overview of the property’s history as well as discussed his request to clear trees / debris from an accessway to his parcel at 85 Cook Road. 

After T. Macchiaroli finished his presentation S. Musselman asked if he had received an authorization letter from the underlying property owner to submit this application. T. Macchiaroli stated that he did not. S. Musselman then read a letter into the record from Attorney Perley Grimes, dated 10/10/25, that stated that the application is incomplete as it lacks an authorization letter from the property owner. As such S. Musselman recommended the Commission deny the application as being incomplete, without prejudice, and instructed T. Macchiaroli to obtain an authorization letter from the property owners and to have the wetlands flagged by a licensed soil scientist if he wishes to reapply. 

J. Morgan moved to deny the application without prejudice as it was incomplete. D. Bennett seconded and the motion to deny was unanimous.  

b. Ridgway – 142 Town Street – Maintenance of streambank erosion and clearing of invasive species along intermittent watercourse. 

Rebbecca Ridgway was present for the application and gave an overview of the application to restore the streambank which has been undermined through erosion. Large stones will be used to buttress the bank below the roots of a maple tree. The applicant provided a series of pictures to the Commission, as well as a map to show the extent of the erosion and the location of the work area on the property. 

S. Musselman explained that he had met with the applicants on 10/6 and that the application also includes the removal of invasive species such as burning bush. S. Musselman also added that according to Section 4.2 of the Cornwall Inland Wetland Regulations that the conservation of soil is a permitted and non-regulated use and that the Commission should consider a motion to declare the proposal a non-regulated activity. 

P. Demy moved to declare the application a non-regulated activity for the conservation of soils pursuant to Section 4.2 of the regulations. J. Morgan seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

c. Berry – Town Street & Yelping Hill Road – Construction of a new dwelling and well within regulated area. Activities to include associated clearing and grading. 

William and Nancy Berry were present for the application and gave an overview of the property and the application. S. Musselman walked the site with W. Berry on 10/17 and noted that the closest activity to the wetland boundary is the well and that only a portion of the proposed dwelling is within the regulated area. At its closest the dwelling will be approx. 80’ from the wetland boundary. J. Morgan inquired as to what type of the wetlands were present on the property. W. Berry responded that he was unsure of exactly what type of wetlands were present, however, he believes them to be a forested wetland. A wetland / soil report was conducted by Ian Cole, licensed soil and wetlands scientist. and will be sent to S. Musselman ahead of the next meeting. 

W. Hurlburt asked the applicants if the property was flagged and if commissioners could walk the property. W. Berry stated that the Commission has his permission to walk the property and that the house site and wetland boundaries are flagged.

With no further discussion J. Morgan moved to accept the application for the construction of a new dwelling and well within a regulated area. P. Demy seconded and the motion to accept carried unanimously.

5. Agent Determination(s) 

a. Windas – 113 Pritchard Road – Construction of a 24 ‘x 30’ two-car detached garage within the regulated area. 

S. Musselman reported that he had issued an agent determination for the construction of a 24’ x 30’ garage at 113 Pritchard Road. The work area is approximately 85’ from the wetlands and is located on a plateau above the wetlands with a house between the proposed location of the garage and the wetlands. 

P. Demy inquired how it is determined when an agent determination is appropriate. S. Musselman stated that it always depends on the application and the property in question. Agent approvals are only allowed to be issued when the activity is not deemed to be significant and there will be no direct disturbance of wetlands. Before issuing determinations, he walks each site with the applicant to ascertain if an agent approval is appropriate and if the proposed erosion controls are adequate. 


b. LaPorta – 359 Town Street – Re-build an existing stone wall within regulated area.

S. Musselman reported that he had issued an agent determination for the re-build of an existing stone wall at 359 Town Street. The project is nearly at the limit of the regulated area and will be done with no heavy machinery. It’s his understanding that the project has been largely completed and he will be doing an inspection to confirm the status of the work. 

6. Inland Wetlands Officer Report: S. Musselman will issue a report at the next meeting as everything in his report was covered through the discussion under Item # 5a and 5b.

7. Correspondence: D. Bennett shared an invitation for Commissioners to attend the Northwest Conservation District’s Wetlands Roundtable on October 30th at the Cornwall Library. 

8. Adjournment

J. Morgan moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:28 pm. P. Demy seconded and the motion to adjourn carried unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted,


Spencer Musselman 
Land Use Administrator
Town of Cornwall, CT
