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Present Y Gordon M. Ridgway (First Selectman) Barbara Herbst -  Clerk Pro-tempore
Y Priscilla Pavel citizens
Y Janet Carlson Sanders local press

24 people total
Call to Order 7:31 p.m.

Communications

Additions to the Agenda
Motion

Janet Carlson

Motion passed unanimously
# 1 Veteran's event

a)

b)

c)

# 2 Compost

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

Motion

Janet Carlson

Motion passed unanimously
# 3 Budget

Motion

Janet Carlson

Motion passed unanimously

Gordon Ridgway Made a motion that to Adopt the draft proposed FY '24 budget as modified at 
the 1.31.23 BoS meeting and present it to the Board of Finance on 2.16.23

Seconded the motion.

A big Thank You to Litchfield for hosting Cornwall and for sharing valuable information and 
direction in getting a composting program started.

Gordon Ridgway Made a motion that Cornwall submit an application to DEEP to start a municipal 
composting program similar to the Litchfield Program.

Seconded the motion.

Budget 2023-2024

First Selectman Ridgway spoke briefly about the 1.31.23 Special Meeting of the Board of Selectmen 
where the proposed budget for FY 2023-2024  was discussed and modified.

The Social Services department would like to express sincere thanks to all the Food Pantry 
volunteers!  This program is very busy and the volunteer staff is vital.

Gordon Ridgway Made a motion to add MSW, TRIPS and Daffodils to the agenda.

Seconded the motion.

Compost Report
A Cornwall contingent traveled to Litchfield at the invitation of their First Selectman to tour and view 
their composting program.  General discussion was contemporaneous and included the following 
highlights.

The Litchfield program is self contained. It is estimated that it will cost than less than $1,000 to 
purchase the concrete blocks and gravel to mirror their structure.
Litchfield will provide Cornwall with a copy of their application which may be helpful for 
completing the application for Cornwall.
Litchfield is a two year pilot program and seems to be working well.  Food scraps are received 
from a variety of sources including Food handlers, Schools and Business.
It is expected that the start-up costs of the program will be offset by savings due to the reduction 
of food waste in the MSW.

Viet / Korea Veteran's event
First Selectman Ridgway shared information regarding the event as follows;

Lieutenant Governor, Susan Bysiewicz, is coordinating a spring even to honor Cornwall Veterans.

All Veterans will be honored however, special recognition will be paid to Vietnam and Korean war 
veterans.
The Selectmen's office is compiling a list of Veterans. Any Cornwall resident that has served in 
either war campaign, please contact the Selectmen's office to help us make sure the list is 
complete.

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on Tuesday, February 7, 2023

Selectmen Others
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# 4 Tax Lien

# 5 Wildlife

# 6 Tree Trimming

# 7 WC Wastewater

# 8 Railroad

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

# Additions

The health impact on local residents of having poisons sprayed in their airspace.

The health impact on area wildlife of having poisons sprayed in and on their living spaces.

First Selectman Ridgway will write a letter that will be sent to DoT, DEEP, our State 
Representatives, local Municipal Leaders and other interested parties that will outline the 
concerns Cornwall has with this spraying program. It is the intention of this letter to encourage 
participation and possibly intervention by all of these interested parties to secure modifications to 
this spraying process so there is minimal or no negative impact to the environment, wildlife and 
citizenry.

MSW

First Selectman Ridgway has been working with our municipal neighbors as well as our hauler, 
Paine's, Inc. to address this issue.  The MIRA contract with Cornwall is through the next four years.  
The Torrington Transfer Station will stay open and our hauler recommended that Cornwall continue 
to have the MSW transported to Torrington until an alternative process is available.

A decision was made by the Materials Innovation and Recycling Authority (MIRA) to close its waste-to-
energy facility in July of 2022 and reduce in-state waste processing capacity.

Governor Lamont announced that a series of waste management proposals will be introduce during 
the 2023 legislative session that address the future of materials and waste management in 
Connecticut.   

TRIPS

The committee is meeting tomorrow via zoom to discuss updates on the project, all are welcome to 
attend.  Please see the Cornwall CT website for zoom link information.

Housatonic Railroad Co 2023 Vegetation Management Plan

A plan for spraying the vegetation  along the sides of the railroad tracks in Cornwall has been 
received.  The plan is very vague and detail on the spray material or the extent of the spraying are 
not included in the information.
General discussion on this topic included but was not limited to the following;

The negative aesthetic of having dead vegetation and trees all along River Road which is utilized 
by many for recreation.
The erosion impact of having dead vegetation and trees on the side of the tracks and river.

The potential of polluted runoff contaminating and impacting the river and it's vegetation and 
wildlife.

Spraying that has killed large trees

A Tax Lien sale on these properties is projected for late spring.

Nuisance Wildlife Control Officer

Brad Hedden has volunteered to take an 8 hour training course next month and become certified as 
a Nuisance Wildlife Control Officer.  This position would work in concert with the ACO. Any calls for 
large wildlife (bears, deer etc.) would still need to be made to DEEP.

Eversource Tree Trimming

Eversource is proposing to commence tree trimming on 70 miles of the 94 miles of State and local 
roads in Cornwall.  This is expected to reduce the tree related power outages.  Of the last 134 power 
outages in Cornwall, 76 were tree related.

West Cornwall Wastewater Report

Tax Lien Sales

First Selectman Ridgway discussed two properties that are 15 years in arrears on tax payments.  The 
Tax Liens are eligible to be sold and a discussion has been started with Town Counsel regarding the 
process.  A Tax Lien sale on these two properties would collect approximately $210,000 in back 
taxes without getting the Town of Cornwall involved in the chain of title to these properties.  

A Tax Lien sale could get these two properties back on the collectible tax roll as well as rehabilitate 
the property for commercial use.  It is generally understood that these two properties have ground 
contamination (the extend is unknown) and most likely will require remediation.
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# 9 Comment

Adjournment
Motion

8:47 PM

Submitted: Barbara E. Herbst, Clerk pro tempore
Note: Minutes remain "Draft" until approved at the next regular Selectmen's meeting.  See future

minutes for any corrections.

Daffodils

The Cornwall garden club would like to plant 1,000 daffodil bulbs between the Town Hall and Library 
in the open field. It would be a year before the bulbs produced a field of daffodils.  All agreed this is a 
wonderful project and would look stunning.

Anna Timell inquired about remediation costs for the property discussed under # 4 Tax Lien.

Michelle Shipp updated everyone on the P/R February activities, please see the P/R website or the 
Cornwall CT website for a complete list of activity.

Ruth Epstein inquired about the recipients discussed under #8, Railroad.

Public Comment

Applications for grant funding through the TRIPS Program are to be submitted in April.  All 
applications must be submitted through our COG. First Selectman Ridgway met with Engineer Steve 
McDonnell regarding traffic and pedestrian safety in West Cornwall and Cornwall Bridge.  The 
discussion during this meeting was focused on possible projects that may be eligible tor funding 
under this TRIPS program and to formulate some initial narratives for inclusion in an application for 
grant funding.  

Gordon Ridgway Made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
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