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Covering The News In Connecticut’s Northwest

As of last year, 35% of the population in Cornwall
is“housing cost burdened’, spending more than
30% of their income on housing costs.

Cornwall’s
affordable

By Debra A. Aleksinas

CORNWALL — Targeted goals
for implementing the towns afford-
able housing plan and the obstacles
that could lie ahead were discussed
at a virtual “conversation” hosted
by the Cornwall Library, drawing
about 65 attendees on Saturday,
May 7.

The hour-long event was mod-
erated by documentary filmmaker
Bill McClane and featured a discus-
sion between longtime affordable
housing advocate Maggie Cooley
and urban planning and New York
University policy professor Ingrid
Gould Ellen. McClane also fielded
questions from the public.

The talk focused on ways Corn-
wall can create affordable housing
that supports a “gentle density
increase” in town by amending

challenge [

zoning regulations, helping home-
owners renovate homes to increase
occupancy and assisting seniors
with making their homes liveable
to help them age in place.

“The easiest ones to achieve and
the ones most palatable to anyone
who is nervous about affordable
housing are the ones that are qua-
si-invisible and involve changes
within existing structures with no
exterior alterations,” said Cooley,a
West Cornwall attorney who heads
up the Cornwall Affordable Hous-
ing Committee and has been part
of the Cornwall Housing Corpora-
tion (CHC) since the 1990s.

Cornwall, like many other
Northwest Corner towns, is re-
quired to abide by a 2017 state
statute mandating an Affordable

See CORNWALL, Page A6
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Veterans’ Field. Ben Schildgen, 1

New look

By Hunter O. Lyle

SHARON — Minutes before the
race began, contestants for the 37th
running of the Sharon Classic Road
Race on Saturday, May 7, lined up
in the entrance to Veterans' Field in
Sharon Valley. Although the route
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A wooden bowl with an intricate painted design from
Shaari Horowitz and Alistair Jones.

thing.
Salisbury photographer
Sarah Blodgett had some
unusual prints that at first
glance appeared to be paint-
ings. At second glance, too. A
reporter felt pretty silly after
making the same mistake
twice,

Blodgett also specializ-
es in wildlife photography,
and runs classes for cam-
era-minded birders.

Shaari Horowitz and
Alistair Jones (based in Sha-
ron) offered wooden items

with intricate, painted de-
signs. Jones is the wood-
worker, Horowitz handles
the painting,

Featured was an Indian
club, refinished and deco-
rated, which reminded a re-
porter that he once threw out
a perfectly good set of similar
clubs.

The Salisbury Artisans
Group website is www.arti-
sansale.org. The next sale is
scheduled for Saturday, July
23, by which time it might
warm up.

if you have a clear timeline
without any interruptions,”
like rising building costs. “It
can take a long, long time””
Suggested strategies
and goals
In response to a question

about what the Cornwall .

Affordable Housing Plan
recommends, Gould Ellen
noted that there are various
strategies and some numer-
ical goals that will target and
monitor progress.

These include the addition
of 10 additional units of af-
fordable housing in town and
creation of 10 more units of
rental housing in general. She
noted that, at last count, there
were only two rental homes
on the market in Cornwall,
and both were asking exorbi-
tant rents. “It was something
astronomical, like $7,000 a
month?”

The plan also calls for
an additional 10 units of
senior housing. Current-
ly, the only age-designated
housing development in
Cornwall is Bonney Brook,
a 10-unit federal Department
of Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD) senior
affordable housing complex
on Kent Road, which has an
average waiting list of about
two years.

Five buckets on the list

Gould Ellen said the

BUDGET
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Region One assessment, was
the only town to vote against
the budget, with 33 no votes
to 27 yes votes.
TOWN ASSESSMENTS
2022-23 Fiscal year
Cornwall

2022-2023 REGION ONE
BUDGET RESULTS

Yes No Total

Camaan/ | .| 5

Registered
voters  Voter %

48 846 B5.67%

values and you don'’t have to
worry about that”

Cooley said proponents
of affordable housing have
been “singing the song for
decades about how creating
affordable housing has the
opposite effect on overall
property values.”

The reality; she said, is that
when a community has am-
ple affordable housing, there
is also an array of residents
who wouldn't be there oth-
erwise.

“Besides strictly property
values, it's good to also think
about community values.
You have to consider the val-
ue of these people and the
functions they perform in the
town,” said Cooley, who not-
ed that almost every business
in town has a “Help Wanted”
sign on its window.

“These are people who
used to live down the road;
some are gone forever.”

Gould Ellen agreed. “You
need housing that is afford-
able to a range of incomes in
order to have a diversity of
workers in your community.

“If you don't do that you
are going to have people suf-
fering unsustainable com-
mutes, which is not only a
burden on the individual, but
also environimentally costly
for the rest of us”

LEGISLATURE
Continued from Page Al

sibility for their actions at
Housatonic Meadows.”

Horn said she was pleased
that many of the bills that
came out of the Public Safe-
ty Committee (which she
co-chairs) made it through
the Legislature in the short
session that ended Wednes-
day, May 4.

Horn said bills concern-
ing the theft of catalytic con-
verters, the accreditation of
police departments, and
mental health help for law
enforcement officers now
await the governor’s signa-
ture.

“Everything that was
ready for the big time got
passed,’ she said.

Horn voted for a $24 bil-
lion state budget package.
She said the bill includes

$600 million in tax cuts.

The gas tax holiday was
extended to Dec. 1. (The
state’s gas tax is 25 cents per
gallon.)

Child tax credits and
Earned Income Tax Cred-
its were expanded, and the
property tax credit was
raised.

Miner voted against the
budget package, even though
he conceded it includes “sig-
nificant tax relief”

He said the budget plan’s
price tag is too high and re-
lies too much on one-time
infusions of federal pan-
demic relief cash. And he
said that funding new po-
sitions at the University of
Connecticut and community
colleges cannot be expected
to be one-year expenditures.
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Doctors have been delivering
babies at Sharon Hospital
for 112 years.




