
 
 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE  
CORNWALL BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021 

7:30 p.m. – Town Hall 
 

PRESENT: First Selectman Gordon Ridgway; Selectwoman Marina Kotchoubey; Selectman 
Priscilla Pavel; Ted Larson; one member of the press; 15 members of the public. 
 
First Selectman Gordon Ridgway called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 
 
MINUTES: Selectman Priscilla Pavel moved to approve the minutes from the September 7, 2021 
Regular Meeting of the Board of Selectmen.  Selectwoman Marina Kotchoubey seconded, and the 
motion unanimously passed. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: First Selectman Gordon Ridgway reported that paving on the north end of 
Town Street is complete.  Also, the two bridge projects, one on West Road and one on Popple 
Swamp Road, have been completed.  First Selectman Ridgway also noted that the Highway 
Department will be working on potholes and paving. 
 
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA: None 
 
COVID-19 CORONAVIRUS UPDATE: First Selectman Ridgway provided an update on the 
Coronavirus Pandemic. Covid-19 cases have been increasing, and Cornwall is now in the red-zone 
due to six new cases in the past two weeks.  Town Hall and Town Offices are taking extra 
precautions, and ask that residents call ahead for an appointment or conduct business with the Town 
remotely if possible.  Also, the school has had a good re-opening this month.  The Covid Work 
Group continues to meet and have begun accepting applications for American Rescue Plan Fund 
disbursement.  At the Covid Group meeting on Wednesday September 15, 2021, the Covid ARP 
Committee voted to provide $9,000 of ARP funds to the UCC Church on Bolton Hill Road to repair 
the church driveway which has seen extra wear and tear due to traffic associated with use of the 
Town Food Pantry during the pandemic.  Next, First Selectman Ridgway moved to authorize the 
Cornwall ARP Committee to consider applications and disburse ARP funds, and appoint the 
following to be members of the committee: First Selectman Gordon Ridgway, Emergency 
Management Director Diane Beebe, Board of Finance Chair Joe Pryor, Finance Director Barbara 
Herbst, Park and Rec. Director Jen Markow, Social Service Director Heather Dinneen, and the EMS 
Captain Elizabeth Ridgway.  Selectman Priscilla Pavel seconded, and the motion unanimously 
passed. 
 
TRANSFER STATION UPGRADE: First Selectman Ridgway informed that a request for bids has 
been delivered to local contractors, and the Town hopes to receive bids for the transfer station 
upgrade soon. 
 
ANNE ZINSSER APPEAL: First Selectman Ridgway reported the Town received notice that a 
motion to withdraw has been filed in the Court by Plaintiff’s Attorney David Sherwood. 
 
 
 



WEST CORNWALL WASTE WATER PROJECT UPDATE: First Selectman Ridgway reported 
that although the US House of Representatives has approved the budget which includes $3 Million 
for the West Cornwall Waste Water Project, it has yet to be voted on by the Senate.  Furthermore, 
the timeline for full Congressional approval is unclear.  First Selectman Ridgway moved to 
postpone the referendum on the project until the Town has a firm number regarding Federal 
funding. Selectman Priscilla Pavel seconded, and the motion unanimously passed. 
 
TOWN OFFICE REPAIRS: First Selectman Ridgway reported that the old oil tank behind the town 
offices was removed.  During the removal an oil spill was discovered underneath the old tank, but 
the spill must have been an old leak from a previous tank because, upon inspection, the removed 
tank was found to have zero leaks.  The spill has been reported to the State, and remediation will be 
implemented.  Next, Jim Terrall informed the Selectmen’s office that a new metal roof for the Town 
Offices would be about twice as expensive as a shingled roof.  First Selectman Ridgway moved to 
proceed with installing new asphalt shingles on the roof of the town offices for approximately 
$11,000.  Selectwoman Marina Kotchoubey seconded, and the motion unanimously passed. 
 
COGSWELL BRIDGE:  The Board of Selectmen and West Cornwall resident Bruce Bennett 
discussed the guiderails on the Cogswell Road Bridge.  Proposed changes to the existing metal 
beam rail were discussed.  Aesthetics, cost, and safety were discussed.  Selectwoman Marina 
Kotchoubey noted that the entire bridge is expected to last only 15 more years before it needs to be 
replaced, and therefore cost was a significant factor considering the limited life remaining for the 
bridge.  The consensus of the Board is to paint the guard rail, and replace the top metal rail with a 
wooden rail that is smaller than the current top metal rail. 
 
TOWN REPORT REPORT: First Selectman Gordon Ridgway read the draft Board of Selectman 
Annual Report.  Selectwoman Marina Kotchoubey and Selectman Priscilla Pavel had no objections 
to the draft report. 
 
FIVE YEAR PLAN: First Selectman Gordon Ridgway reported that the Five-Year Plan will be 
ready before the potential November Town Meeting. 
 
TAX REFUND RECOMMENDATION: First Selectman Gordon Ridgway moved to grant two tax 
refund requests totaling $5,932.68 due to duplicate payment of Real Estate Tax.  Selectwoman 
Marina Kotchoubey seconded, and the motion unanimously passed. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: Ruth Epstein of the Waterbury Republican asked if the Board of Selectmen 
will be approving the disbursements of ARPA Funds made by the Cornwall ARPA Fund 
Committee?  First Selectman Ridgway answered that the Board will not need to approve ARPA 
disbursements as the motion earlier in the evening was to allow the Cornwall ARPA Fund 
Committee to determine the disbursements.  Ruth Epstein also asked about the oil spill at the Town 
Offices.  Cornwall resident Maggie Cooley suggested paining the Cogswell Bridge guiderail in a 
color that goes well with the foliage at that location.  Bruce Bennett asked if the Town had any 
plans to replace the siding on the Town Offices.  First Selectman Ridgway said new siding on the 
Town Offices will happen this Fall also.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:33 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Jonathan Berry  
Administrative Assistant, Town of Cornwall 


