
 
 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE  
CORNWALL BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

 
Tuesday, October 5, 2021 

7:30 p.m. – Town Hall 
 

PRESENT: First Selectman Gordon Ridgway; Selectwoman Marina Kotchoubey; Selectman 
Priscilla Pavel; Cornwall DPW Foreman Jim Vanicky; Transfer Station Manager Ted Larson; two 
members of the press; 16 members of the public. 
 
First Selectman Gordon Ridgway called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 
 
MINUTES: Selectman Priscilla Pavel moved to approve the minutes from the September 21, 2021 
Regular Meeting of the Board of Selectmen.  Selectwoman Marina Kotchoubey seconded, and the 
motion unanimously passed. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: First Selectman Gordon Ridgway discussed the recent announcement from 
Sharon Hospital regarding the planned closure of the maternity ward.  Also, there will be a limited 
Halloween event, outside in Cornwall Village without the traditional soup dinner. 
 
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA: First Selectman Ridgway moved to add two agenda items: 
Materials Innovation and Recycling Authority (MIRA) and Town propane tanks.  Selectman 
Priscilla Pavel seconded, and the motion unanimously passed. 
 
COVID-19 CORONAVIRUS UPDATE: First Selectman Ridgway provided an update on the 
Coronavirus Pandemic. Cornwall is still battling Covid, but cases are declining in Cornwall and 
nationwide.  However, there are still some hot-spots.  The First Selectman urged residents to get 
vaccinated.  
 
TRANSFER STATION BID: The Town received a bid from Jim Terrall to build a new Transfer 
Station office, new roof, and new paint for $98,169.00.  This dollar amount could be reduced by 
using asphalt shingles instead of a metal roof.  First Selectman Ridgway moved to accept the bid, 
but go with the asphalt shingles, consider other window options, with other possible adjustments.  
Selectman Priscilla Pavel seconded, and the motion unanimously passed. 
 
TOWN OFFICES EXTERIOR SHINGLES: First Selectman Ridgway moved to accept a bid from 
Jim Terrall of up to $14,000 and proceed to replace the worst of the siding shingles on the town 
offices building.  Selectman Priscilla Pavel seconded and the motion unanimously passed. 
 
FIVE-YEAR PLAN WITH JIM VANICKY:  The Board of Selectmen and DPW Foreman Jim 
Vanicky discussed the Five-Year Capital Plan.  The largest planned expense is for replacing older 
town trucks used by the Highway Dept.  Each truck costs approximately $200,000 and should last 
about 20 years.  First Selectman Ridgway moved to adopt the five-year plan, and present it to the 
Board of Finance for their approval.  Selectman Priscilla Pavel seconded.  Selectwoman Marina 
Kotchoubey noted the plan looked good, and mentioned some potential repairs will eventually need 
to be discussed for Hammond Beach. The motion unanimously passed. 
 
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING – NOVEMBER 19, 2021:  The Board discussed having the Annual 
Town Meeting on November 19, 2021 @ 7:00 PM.  The items at the meeting will be to approve the 
Town Report and the Five-year Capital Plan. 



 
VALLEY RD. CULVERT:  First Selectman Gordon Ridgway discussed a culvert pipe on Valley 
Rd. near the end of Jewel Street.  There has been some recurring flooding at this spot as the culvert 
pipe is too small to accommodate the amount of water going through it.  First Selectman Ridgway, 
stated that the Town Highway Department can install a larger pipe or second pipe, hopefully before 
winter sets in.  It will require a brief road closure on Valley Rd. near Jewel Street. 
 
HOUSING PLAN FORUM – OCTOBER 20, 2021: First Selectman Ridgway announced that the 
Draft Affordable Housing Plan is up on the Cornwallct.org website.  The First Selectman also 
described the draft plan as being thorough, comprehensive, and builds on the work of the 2020 Plan 
of Conservation and Development.  A housing forum will be held via zoom on October 20, 2021 at 
7:00 PM.  Sometime after the Forum the Housing Plan Steering Committee will meet to review 
comments.  There will also be a hearing in December called by the Board of Selectmen.  The 
Planning and Zoning Commission will also have a chance to weigh in on the draft.  Eventually, the 
Board of Selectmen will need to approve the draft plan.  First Selectman Ridgway thanked everyone 
for working hard on this plan, and commented on the increase in costs for real estate in Cornwall. 
 
JANELL MULLEN – PLANNING CONRTACT: First Selectman Gordon Ridgway discussed staff 
hour constraints at the NHCOG which have led to the decision to discontinue planning service 
contracts between the COG and the towns.  However, Janell Mullen, who had previously been 
providing planning consulting services to Cornwall through the Town’s contract with the COG, has 
offered to contract directly with Cornwall for the same $75.00 hourly rate.  Selectwoman Marina 
Kotchoubey moved to authorize First Selectman Gordon Ridgway to sign the proposed contract 
with Janell Mullen which runs through July 1, 2023.  Selectman Priscilla Pavel seconded, and the 
motion unanimously passed. 
 
SUMMER BRIDGE WORK COMPLETE:  The bridge work on West Rd. and Popple Swamp Rd. 
is complete.  First Selectman Gordon Ridgway thanked Roger Kane for all his work on the bridges 
in Cornwall. 
 
NOVEMBER PUBLIC MEETING MEETING: First Selectman Ridgway announced that The 
Town of Cornwall will host a zoom meeting regarding CT Freedom of Information requirements 
and town meeting requirements.  State FOI Public Education Officer Tom Hennick and Attorney 
Perley Grimes will be in attendance at the zoom meeting on November 8, 2021, 7:00 PM. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Ruth Epstein of the Waterbury Republican asked the Board to go over the 
terms of the contract with Planning Consultant Janell Mullen.  First Selectman Ridgway read the 
contract language and noted that the fee agreement was $75.00 per hour.  Caroline Nastro asked for 
an extra public meeting in addition to the four upcoming public meetings regarding the draft 
affordable housing plan.  Michelle Shipp of Cornwall asked the Board to look into the composting 
being done by the Town of Sharon.  Cornwall Transfer Station Manager, Ted Larson, emphasized 
that educating the public on what can be recycled would also help the town save on costs. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:34 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Jonathan Berry  
Administrative Assistant 
Town of Cornwall 


