
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE  

CORNWALL BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

 

Tuesday, November 5, 2019 - 7:30 p.m. – Cornwall Library 

 

PRESENT: First Selectman Gordon Ridgway, Selectman Richard Bramley, Selectman Priscilla 

Pavel, Kate Freygang Energy Task Force, six citizens 

 

First Selectman Ridgway called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  

 

MINUTES: Selectman Pavel made the motion to approve the minutes of October 15 and October 

24, 2019 as presented. Selectman Bramley seconded the motion with a clarification in the 

October 15 minutes under Communication: Eversource installing 5G cable will be between 

North Canaan, Falls Village, through Cornwall and to Torrington in order to allow better and 

faster communication between Eversource and their sub-station facilities. This is not for general 

public utilization. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:  First Selectman Ridgway made the motion to add to the 

agenda Vacancy in the Highway Department. Selectman Pavel seconded. Motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS: First Selectman Ridgway explained the change of location for the 

meeting was due to the elections in progress in the Town Hall. Selectman Bramley is not 

running, Marina Kotchoubey is running to fill his place. First Selectman Ridgway recognized 

Selectman Bramley’s 14 years of service, a lot has been accomplished in that time and he 

deserves to have free time now. First Selectman Ridgway presented a token of appreciation, a 

jug made by a local potter imprinted with Cornwall. State Representative Maria Horn presented a 

certificate of appreciation from the State of Connecticut for his years of service.  

 

Citizen Joanne Wojtusiak presented to the Board a letter signed by the President of the Cornwall 

Association requesting the lighting of the tall spruce on the Cornwall Bridge green for Christmas 

with town funding. The Board reviewed the letter. Selectman Pavel made the motion to add this 

to the agenda, the lighting of the tall spruce tree with funding. Selectman Bramley seconded. 

Motion passed unanimously.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Ms. Wojtusiak requested the town remove the invasive plants that were 

cut away from the Cornwall Bridge green spruce tree.  

 

CIVIL WAR VETERAN MEMORIAL: First Selectman Ridgway announced all was set for the 

November 10, 2019 celebration of the new Civil War monument listing the names of those who 

served in the Civil War from Cornwall. It will be at the Sedgwick Monument on route 43. First 

Selectman Ridgway extended his thanks to Spencer Markow who came up with the idea and did 

the research to make this happen.  

 

SUSTAINABLE CT: First Selectman Ridgway announced that Cornwall has been certified at 

the bronze level by the Sustainable CT program. Kate Freygang spoke to the Board on the 

SustainableCT program and reviewed with the Board the Master Action list of what Cornwall 

has been doing to achieve the bronze level and what more could be done in terms of 

sustainability in Cornwall. Ms. Freygang spoke about matching funding available through the 

program for projects. December 3 there will be an award ceremony at Fox Woods by CCM for 

towns who have achieved the bronze and silver levels. Ms. Freygang answered questions from 

the Board. The Board expressed their congratulations on this achievement  



 

TRANSFER STATION ATTENDANT: First Selectman Ridgway reported Transfer Station 

Attendant Ted Larson recommended Ryan Berry as part time transfer station attendant. First 

Selectmen Ridgway reported he had checked references and they are fine. First Selectman 

Ridgway made the motion to hire Ryan Berry as Transfer Station temporary attendant to fill in 

when others need to be off. Selectman Bramley seconded. There was discussion. Motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

HIGHWAY PROJECTS: First Selectman Ridgway reported the Cream Hill Road culvert is done 

except for the paving and Lake Road culvert has been installed and end walls poured. Lake Road 

is anticipated to be open by November 10. All the pieces have fit together, on time and within 

budget. First Selectman Ridgway extended this thanks to Project Manager Roger Kane and the 

contractors.  

 

WEST CORNWALL WATER SEPTIC STUDY GROUP: The meeting for the study group has 

been rescheduled to November 19, in the Town Hall at 5:00 pm.  

 

HIGHWAY VACANCY: First Selectman Ridgway reported to the Board, Highway Foreman 

Jim Vanicky feels there is time to advertise and fill the highway position vacated by Buddy 

Hurlburt. The present crew can manage the coming winter. The Board will work on a job 

description and advertise the position.  

 

CHRISTMAS TREE CORNWALL BRIDGE: The Board discussed the letter presented at the 

beginning of the meeting from the Cornwall Association requesting the larger spruce tree be lit 

this season as in the past rather than the smaller tree on the green in Cornwall Bridge and a 

request of $6500 from the town to accomplish this. The Board discussed this, the work it entails, 

the costs, the time line of being ready by the November 29 tree lighting date, the work of the 

volunteers in the past to accomplish the lighting of a tree. Ms. Wojtusiak reported her research, 

Peerless Company, who has done the Sharon town green tree, could put up the lights by 

November 29 and take them down after the season for the requested amount. This would be an 

enhancement to Cornwall Bridge, encourage economic vitality and could possibly make the 

Guinness Book of World Records as the largest solar powered Christmas tree. The Board 

discussed the funding further. Selectman Bramley expressed his reluctance to approve funding 

that is not currently in the budget and is an add on to the agenda which doesn’t give them time 

for appropriate consideration. Ms. Wojtusiak inquired if the Cornwall Association could 

underwrite the project would the Board object? First Selectman Ridgway replied no objection as 

the tree is not on town property.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: There was none.  

 

BILLS were paid in the usual manner.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Joyce Hart, Administrative Assistant 

 

 

 

 


