
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE  

CORNWALL BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 - 7:30 p.m. - Town Hall 

 

PRESENT: First Selectman Gordon Ridgway, Selectman Richard Bramley, Selectman Priscilla 

Pavel, Roger Kane, one citizen, one reporter 

 

First Selectman Ridgway called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  

 

MINUTES:  Selectman Pavel made the motion to approve the minutes of May 7, 2019 as 

presented. Selectman Bramley seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:  First Selectman Ridgway made the motion to add to the 

agenda Tax Refund. Selectman Bramley seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS: First Selectman Ridgway presented to the Board paper poppies received 

from the American Legion Auxiliary, Goshen-Cornwall Unit to wear on Memorial Day and  

remember the people who served.  

 

First Selectman Ridgway informed the Board of a Council of Small Towns meeting in Hartford 

he attended where the Governor spoke. Road tolls and Teachers Pensions are yet to be resolved. 

Other issues out there are the municipal gain on utility poles and funding for emergency dispatch 

centers. The State is projecting to have a surplus by end of the fiscal year.  

 

HOLLENBECK CULVERT: First Selectman Ridgway informed the Board of a meeting he had 

with Roger Kane concerning the culvert over the Hollenbeck on Lake Road. Mr. Kane reported 

if the culvert is replaced with a design that makes any changes from what is in place, the plan 

will have to be reviewed by state and federal regulatory departments which will be costly as 

there will be additional requirements and time consuming. The Board and Mr. Kane discussed 

the situation, the history of the culvert, what additional requirements state and federal review 

would trigger, the condition of the culvert. The Board affirmed the simplest, less costly and more 

timely option would be to call this project maintenance rather than replacement and replace the 

culvert keeping the same site. The Board further discussed this, asking questions of Mr. Kane 

which were answered.  

 

BEND RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY: First Selectman Ridgway informed the Board there 

will be a ribbon cutting ceremony to officially open the Bend in West Cornwall on May 25.  

 

MEMORIAL DAY: First Selectman Ridgway informed the Board there will be three ceremonies 

on Memorial Day, May 27: 9:00 Rattlesnake Road cemetery, 10:00 ceremony at the Covered 

Bridge and 11:00 parade and ceremony on the Green.  

 

SEPTIC TOUR: First Selectman Ridgway informed the Board there will be a tour of septic 

systems on May 22 in Saybrook to view systems that are similar to ones proposed for West 

Cornwall. Members of the Septic Study Group and the engineer and citizens will be attending. 



First Selectman Ridgway proposed a public hearing be held on June 28 at 7:00 pm at the school 

for the West Cornwall septic proposals. The Board discussed what the hearing may entail, 

authorizations needed to continue pursuing this project, authority needed to pursue grant funding, 

Board of Finance approval for appropriation and eventual town meeting.  

 

First Selectman Ridgway made the motion to proceed with a June 28 Public Hearing and a July 

26 Special Town Meeting for the West Cornwall Septic project. Selectman Pavel seconded. 

There was discussion concerning the vote would be for further funding to pursue the project and 

not a final vote of doing the project. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

STOP SIGN ROUTE 45: First Selectman Ridgway informed the Board the requested stop sign 

has been installed on route 45 up from route 7. He has received thank-yous for this being 

accomplished.  

 

COVERED BRIDGE PLAQUE: First Selectman Ridgway informed the Board he had received a 

plaque from Mohawk Construction mounted with a picture of the ribbon cutting of the opening 

of the Covered Bridge after the renovations. Selectman Pavel stated she had also received a 

plaque from them. The Board discussed this. The Bridge is one of the most photographed 

features in the state.  

 

TRANSFER STATION: First Selectman Ridgway informed the Board the new used skid steer 

has arrived and he is soliciting bids for selling the old one. The Board discussed this and how the 

new employee is settling in and the Transfer Station Operator’s search for load covers to cover 

the bulky waste boxes to keep the rain and ice/snow out.  

 

CORNWALL BUSINESS MEETING: First Selectman Ridgway reported on a Cornwall 

Business meeting on May 17 organized by the Economic Development Commission. First 

Selectman has met with Mr. Dan Reese, the Northwest Hills Council of Governments Economic 

Development Coordinator who has been hired by NHCOG to work on economic development in 

the area. Mr. Reese is going to make the revitalization of West Cornwall a regional priority with 

the Covered Bridge as a place to come. He will also look into micro cells as to what they are all 

about.  

 

JULY TELECOMMUNICATIONS FORUM: First Selectman Ridgway proposed having a town 

informational meeting to discuss telecommunication RF issues. Perhaps July 12 would be a good 

date. The Board discussed this.  

 

TAX REFUND: The Board reviewed two tax refund requests. First Selectman Ridgway made 

the motion to approve the request of the Tax Collector to grant the $437.82 refund to USB 

Leasing Lt for a destroyed leased vehicle and $49.21 to Carol Lugar for overpayment of real 

estate taxes. Selectman Bramley seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: There were none.  

 

BILLS and BANK RECONCILIATIONS were done in the usual manner.  

 



WEST CORNWALL OLD FIREHOUSE LOT: First Selectman Ridgway made the motion to go 

into executive session to discuss real estate, the old West Cornwall firehouse lot. Selectman 

Bramley seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

The Board went into executive session at 8:34 p.m.  

 

The Board came out of executive session at 8:45 p.m. No action was taken.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Joyce Hart, Administrative Assistant 

 

 

 

 

 

 


