
 

 

CORNWALL INLAND WETLANDS AND WATERCOURSES AGENCY 
MINUTES OF THE  

SEPTEMBER 5, 2017 REGULAR MEETING - CORNWALL TOWN OFFICES 
 

Present: Regular members D. Stevenson Hedden, William Hurlburt, Roger Kane, Andrew 
MacDavid, alternate member Peter Demy and IWWO Karen Griswold Nelson. 
Absent: Adam Fischer and Deborah Bennett 
 
Presiding chairman D. Stevenson Hedden called the meeting to order at 7:00PM in the Cornwall 
Town offices with a quorum established.  Mr. Demy was seated for regular member Adam 
Fischer.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  May and August meeting minutes.  
Motion made by Mr. Hurlburt, seconded by Mr. Kane to approve the May and August minutes as 
presented: unanimously approved.  
 
PENDING APPLICATIONS.    
App#614 – Robert Nicholas – Activities within regulated areas in response to a Notice of 
Violation – 26 Bolton Hill Road, Accepted at May 2017 meeting. 
Notice of Violation/Cease and Correct – Robert and Nell Nicholas owners – Deposition of 
material within regulated areas without a permit – 26 Bolton Hill Road.  
Griswold Nelson addressed the listing of App #614 and Notice of Violation/Notice of Violation 
as a Re-visit, stating that the work had been completed by Josh Tyson from Frost Excavating in 
compliance with the permit submitted at the May meeting by Mr. Nicholas.    
 
NEW APPLICATIONS AND OR MODIFICATIONS/PETITIONS FOR DECLARATORY RULINGS. 
02 -PDR-17 – Steve Hedden applicant/Mohawk Mountain Ski Area - Maintenance activities 
including filling of un-used sedimentation pond and re-establishment of drainage/stream 
– 46 Great Hollow Road.  
Mr. Hedden recused himself from action on the application. 
Mr. Hedden addressed the work being done on the site to fill in a long existing unused sediment 
pond and re-establish and improve the free stone lined streambed for fish habitat. It was noted 
that while the work being done was on State leased land, that the time needed for a ruling by the 
DEEP was long and cumbersome with the same conclusion by the local authority.  
Motion made by Mr. Hurlburt, seconded by Mr. MacDavid, to determine that 02-PDR-17 as 
submitted constitutes a Use as of Right as per Section 4.1 of the regulations for maintenance; 
unanimously approved. 
  
03 -PDR-17 – Frost Excavating/Josh Tyson applicant - David Duffee property owner- 
Restoration and repair of residential property included cleaning of existing stone lined 
stream channels due to damage from a storm event – 6 Valley Road. 
Mr. Hedden and Griswold Nelson addressed the timing and method of the work already 
completed, noting that the damage done to the site from a substantial storm event in the village 
needed to be corrected in a timely fashion to prevent additional damage in the case of more rain.  
Motion made by Mr. Kane, seconded by Mr. Hurlburt, to determine that 03-PDR-17 as 
submitted constituted a Use as of Right as per Section 4.1 of the regulations for the repair and 
maintenance of residential property: unanimously approved. 
 



 

 

 
04- PDR- 17 – Northwest Landscaping applicant/Matthew Strazza owner – Removal of 
debris from regulated areas and general maintenance – 86 Popple Swamp Road. 
Griswold Nelson addressed the work being done on the Strazza/ (formerly Scully property) to 
clean up the site, noting that the photos provided showed activities uphill of the area of icing on 
Popple Swamp that had been worsening over the years. Griswold Nelson addressed 
conversations between involved parties (Lee Rimbach as part of the Yancopoulus dam repair) 
for work to rectify the situation in a collaborative fashion,  
Motion made by Mr. Kane, seconded by Mr. Hurlburt to determine that 04-PDR-17 as submitted 
constituted as Use as of Right as per Section 4.1 of the regulations for the repair and maintenance 
of residential property with the directive of the Commission for Griswold Nelson to inspect the 
site for the removal of debris and forest liter and to locate the clogged pipe on the property 
impacting the town road; unanimously approved. 
 
05-PDR-17 – Hugh Cheney applicant/owner – Installation of a boardwalk across a stream 
bridge used for hiking – property abutting Coltsfoot Valley Property.  (App missing 
signatures) 
Mr. Hedden addressed conversations and a site visit with Mr. Cheney regarding the installation 
of a simple bridge with a cable. Griswold Nelson addressed staff efforts to move the application 
forward with all signatures in place in a timely fashion in light of difficult extenuating 
circumstances.   
Motion made by Mr. Hurlburt, seconded by Mr. MacDavid to determine that 05- PDR-17 
constitutes a  Use as of Right as per Section 4.1 of the regulations for recreational activities and 
could move forward under the direction of staff; unanimously approved. 
 
UPLAND REVIEWS AND APPROVAL BY AUTHORIZED AGENT.  
Upland Review/App#615 - George Yancopoulus property/owner – LR Enterprises/Lee 
Rimbach – Activities within 150 feet of Nash Pond for the installation of a construction 
entrance as part of repair of the Nash Pond dam – 71-73 Popple Swamp Road.  (August 
agenda- revisit) 
There was general discussion of the Upland Review and the site walk at the August meeting to 
assess the activities proposed and being undertaken to move the DEEP application for the repair 
of the Nash Pond forward. Note was made of collaborative work between the DEEP dam safety 
repair division and staff to ensure that the all activities of the DEEP dam repair application, now 
approved by the staff, had been approved by the entity with jurisdiction  
 
INLAND WETLANDS OFFICER REPORT.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED. 
Notice of Tentative Determination to approve an application for Dam Safety Permit and 
Intent to Waive Public Hearing – Applicant(s) George Yancopoulus – Application #DS-
201705321 – Cornwall Dam Name and DEEP ID – Nash Pond Dam #3104.  Approved 
August 14, 2017 and posted in Cornwall Town Hall on August 22nd.  
Note was made of the mandated 30 day review period for the application (as listed) as required 
by State Statute 22a-403 for written comments from interested persons and/or a petition for a 
public hearing signed by at least 25 person to be submitted Griswold Nelson spoke of outreach to 
downstream neighbors and concerned citizens, noting that the entity with the most “standing” in 
the matter was the Cornwall Inland Wetland and Watercourse Agency itself.   



 

 

 
Hearing no concerns but only agreement that the Agency was pleased with the approval of the 
application, Griswold Nelson expressed her gratitude to all of the members of the Cornwall 
Agency, and in particular, to chairman Steve Hedden, for standing with and behind her to resolve 
the matter in a fashion appropriate and respectful of the water resources on and off the site, the 
property owner and all of the citizens of Cornwall, particularly the immediate neighbors of the 
Nash Pond.  
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS PROPER TO COME BEFORE THE COMMISSION.  
Annual town report – review of draft. 
The draft annual report was reviewed with comments and edits to be incorporated prior to the 
submission to the Town for publication in the Annual report. 
 
Update on the Flat Rocks Road project approved in 2016.  
Mr. Kane addressed the work commencing the week of September 12th to repair and replace and 
Flat Rocks Road Bridge. Revised plans as submitted and approved were distributed for review by 
Mr. Kane. It was noted that Mr. Kane was the designated party for supervision and oversight 
named as part of the permit approved in May 2016.   
 
Concerns were raised by Agency members regarding town crew activities in and around beaver 
dams on town property.  It was suggested that the process being used to correct beaver dams 
impacting town roads could be improved upon so as to lessen negative impact on downstream 
properties and stream beds themselves.  It was suggested that more regular attention paid to 
maintenance off beaver dams would result in less impact.  
Motion made by Mr. Hurlburt, seconded by Mr. Hedden, for staff to write a strong letter of 
recommendation for maintenance of beaver dams within the control of the town road staff to be 
conducted on a regular basis; unanimously approved. 
 
ADJOURNMENT.  
Motion made by Mr. Hurlburt, seconded by Mr. Kane to adjourn at 7:40PM; unanimously 
approved.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Karen Griswold Nelson 
 


