
 

  

West Cornwall Water/Septic Study Group 

November 7, 2017 at 5PM at  

Ian Ingersoll’s in West Cornwall 

Members Present: Richard Griggs (RG), Ian Ingersoll (II), Libby Mitchell (LM), Priscilla Pavel (PP), Todd 

Piker (TP) and Joanne Wojtusiak (JW). Also present Ex Officio Members: Gordon Ridgway (GR) and 

Richard Bramley (RB). Also attending: Stephen McDonnell and John Wengell from WMC Consulting 

Engineers .  Public and press were also present. 

TP called the meeting to  order promptly at 5PM. 

Motion made by PP and seconded by DD to accept the October minutes as submitted; passed 

unanimously. 

TP read list of 4 pieces of correspondence that had been received including a letter dated 10/12/17 from 

Judy Herkimer which he read aloud.  A copy of all correspondence is attached to these minutes.   

All attendees were welcomed and were invited to introduce themselves if they so chose. 

TP asked Jocelyn Ayers from the Northwest Hills Council of Governments to introduce the “visioning” 

exercise that had been undertaken by the 111 Group to show what West Cornwall might look like if it 

were completely built out.  She turned the presentation over to Janet Carlson Sanders who showed a 

series of colored illustrations that showed present limitations and potential uses of the Railroad Square 

area; Sanders said she also had material showing build-outs for other parts of the community .  She 

offered to have larger scale illustrations prepared for Friday’s meeting.  Sanders noted that this work 

was done with Goman & York and that even though her illustrations showed WC as “culinary 

destination” that any theme could be chosen and the marketing plan built around that theme.  DD asked 

whether the proposal from WMC was sized to accommodate such an extensive build-out and was 

assured by Steve McDonnell that it was.  It was noted that this work by the 111 Group had been paid for 

out of the grant that the WC Septic Study Group had been operating under.  The funding was not voted 

on nor was the amount paid to 111 Group disclosed. 

GR suggested that hard copies of the final WMC report be available for distribution at the town-wide 

Information Meeting on Friday night.  It was agreed that 25 copies of the whole report will be available 

as well as a larger number of copies of the Executive Summary.  

There was a far-reaching discussion of the scope of the proposed project, the economic vitality and 

viability of WC and the health of the Housatonic River.  Afterwards it was decided that the initial motion 

to put this report before the BOS should be limited in scope: 



MOTION made by II and seconded by LM that The West Cornwall Septic Study Group present the WMC 

prepared proposal titled West Cornwall Wastewater Management Study to the Board of Selectmen.  

Passed unanimously. 

MOTION made by LM and seconded by PP that the Study Group endorses, at a minimum, the 

implementation of a system in the Base Service Area outlined on Sheet 2-7 in the proposal.  Passed 

unanimously. 

II said that The Salisbury School has invited all Study Group members to visit their installation which is 

basically what is proposed for WC.  Those who want to go will make arrangements with Ian.  Steve 

McDonnell noted that the Salisbury School installation is quite noisy and that sound deadening 

improvements have been made since its installation there. 

TP outlined the format for Friday’s meeting:  he will introduce, hand over to Gordon and WMC will give 

a 15 minute presentation;  TP reiterated his feeling that the “visioning” segment is a critical part of the 

Friday meeting.  He reminded everyone that there will be no vote at Friday’s meeting .  

There was a discussion of whether or not the Study Group had completed its work and should dis-band.  

After a review of the original charge we had been given by the BOS, it was finally agreed that if we are to 

continue we would need a new charge from the BOS…probably focusing on the procedures to 

implement the proposal. 

TP asked for any audience input and Judy Herkimer suggested that a key missing part of the Friday 

program was the absence of a speaker from a regulatory entity such as DEEP and/or Torrington Area 

Health.  TP said he will extend an invitation to both groups. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:32PM 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Joanne Wojtusiak 

  



  



  



  



 


